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	Mars – 4th Rock from the Sun

Size:  Approximately half of Earth’s diameter.

Area:  Equal to all the dry land of Earth combined.

Gravity:  38% of Earth’s gravity.

Day/night cycle:  24.6 hours.

Atmosphere:  0.6% to 1.0% of our atmospheric

    pressure, consisting of CO2 and nitrogen.

Water:  Frozen in soil (permafrost) and in polar caps,

    and maybe some underground streams or lakes.

Seasons:  Similar to Earth’s, but 1.88 times longer.

Temperature:  From 80oF (tropical summer) to 

    -200oF (polar night).  Global average is -67oF.



	Mars is the second most habitable environment known (after Earth) – it has all the resources necessary for a human civilization, unlike the Moon or most asteroids.
Mars exploration:

Viking missions (1976-1982):  nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/planetary/viking.html
Mars Pathfinder lander (1997):  mars.jpl.nasa.gov/default.html
Mars Global Surveyor orbiter (1997-present):  mars.jpl.nasa.gov/mgs/index.html
Mars Odyssey orbiter (2001-present):  mars.jpl.nasa.gov/odyssey/index.html
Mars Express mission (2003-present):  sci.esa.int/marsexpress/
Mars Exploration Rovers (2003-present):  marsrovers.jpl.nasa.gov/home/index.html
Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter (2005-onward):  marsprogram.jpl.nasa.gov/mro/
JPL Mars Exploration web pages:  mpfwww.jpl.nasa.gov 

Explore Mars interactively:  www.marsquestonline.org/
Mars and space news:   www.spacedaily.com,  www.marsnews.com,  www.nasawatch.com
Humans to Mars:
The Mars Society:  www.marssociety.org    and    New Mars Journal:  www.newmars.com
Mars Direct plan:  www.rps.psu.edu/0305/direct.html    and    NASA Mars Reference Mission:  exploration.jsc.nasa.gov/HumanExplore/Exploration/EXLibrary/docs/MarsRef/contents.htm
What can you do to help humans get to Mars?

First of all, follow the latest Mars and space news and become informed.  Second, urge your Senators and Congressional Representatives to support the human exploration of Mars.  Third, join The

	Mars Society and tell others about the Mars Direct plan and our research projects.

The Mars Society in Ohio:

Ohio Chapter chair:  Lyle Kelly (lhkelly@aol.com) 

Ohio Chapter website:  http://chapters.marssociety.org/usa/oh/
                                           www.marssociety.org
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