“Mars and Space” Education Resources

Non-Fiction     Fiction     Websites


Selected Non-Fiction

Roving Mars: Spirit, Opportunity, and the Exploration of the Red Planet, Steven Squyres, 2005.


From the scientist and leader of the Mars Exploration Rover mission, a behind-the-scenes account of the 

search for life on Mars.

The Real Mars: Spirit, Opportunity, Mars Express and the Quest to Explore the Red Planet, Michael Hanlon, 2004.


Visits speculations about and research on Mars, and suggests that Mars may have many surprises for us.
Mars, Stuart Murray & Edward S. Barnard, 2004 (in the Eyewitness Books series).


For older kids.  Presents Mars’ mystical significance, current research, and future exploration plans.

Mars on Earth, Robert Zubrin, 2003.


Background on the Humans to Mars movement, a close look at The Mars Society’s habitat simulation

research in the Canadian Arctic and in Utah, and some early lessons and recommendations.

The Case for Mars, Robert Zubrin with Richard Wagner, updated paperback, 1997.


Still the classic book -- the Mars Direct plan and rationale for the human exploration of Mars.

A Traveler’s Guide to Mars, William K. Hartmann, 2003.


A comprehensive, well-illustrated portrait of Mars.  A must for the serious student of Mars.

Eyes on Mars, DVD from Space Home Video, 2003.


A movie about the ongoing quest to understand Mars, plus several bonus features.

Magnificent Mars, Ken Crosswell, 2003.


A “coffee table book” depicting and examining the “earth, air, fire and water” aspects of Mars.

Mapping Mars, Oliver Morton, 2002.


The story of the heroic landscapes of Mars, and what it may come to mean to us.

Imagining Space: Achievements / Predictions / Possibilities, 1950 – 2050, Launius and McCurdy, 2001.


Compares early visions with real achievements and potential projects.  Well illustrated.

Exploration of Mars, Mark Bergin, 2001 (in the Fast Forward series).


For older kids.  A great overview, well illustrated, featuring NASA and Mars Society concepts.

Entering Space: Creating a Spacefaring Civilization, Robert Zubrin, 1999.


A lofty vision and critical thinking about humanity’s destiny in space.

The Mystery of Mars, Sally Ride & Tam O’Shaughnessy, 1999.


For older kids.  Recent great photos, facts, and links.

How To Live on Mars, Clive Gifford, 2001 (Scholastic).


For older kids.  Explores many aspects of Mars, going to Mars, and living on Mars.  Science experiments.

Living on Mars – Mission to the Red Planet (in the Countdown to Space series), Michael D. Cole, 1999.


For kids.  Based on NASA’s Reference Mission architecture.

Mission to Mars (in the Let’s Read and Find Out series), Franklyn M. Branley, 2002.


For kids.  Large print and colorful drawings to excite young imaginations.

Uncovering the Secrets of the Red Planet Mars, Paul Raeburn, National Geographic, 1998.


Excellent insider’s view of Mars missions, with great photos.

Aiming for the Stars, Tom D. Crouch, 1999.


A “personal account” history of the space program.

Selected Fiction

First Landing, Robert Zubrin, 2001 (paperback 2002).


A Mars mission crew overcomes sabotage.  Incorporates the Mars Direct plan.

Mars Year One series, Brad Strickland, Aladdin, 2004 and later.


For older kids and young adults.  Colonists struggle to make Mars habitable.

Mars Diaries Mission series, Sigmund Brouwer, Tyndale Kids, 2000 and later.


For older kids and young adults.  Each “Mission” is a complete novelette.

As It Is On Mars, Give Us This Mars, Glory Be To Mars (three novels), Thomas W. Cronin, 2001, 2003, 2005.

Realistic sage of the start of a new branch of humanity working with nature instead of exploiting it.

Mars Probes, Peter Crowther editor, DAW Books, 2002.


A collection of original tales about Mars.

Mars Crossing, Geoffrey A. Landis, 2000.


A third expedition to Mars encounters its own challenges in investigating the fate of earlier missions.

The Martian Race, Gregory Benford, 1999.


The Mars Consortium competes with a Euro-Sino concern to claim the $30 billion Mars Prize.

Mars, Ben Bova, 1992.


A you-are-there Martian tale of a huge multinational project.  There’s life on Mars!
Return to Mars, Ben Bova, 1999.


Explorers return to check out cliff dwellings and cope with hostile Mars.

Red Mars, Green Mars, Blue Mars (three novels), Kim Stanley Robinson, 1993, 1994, 1996.


An epic tale of a new branch of humanity with diverse agendas for their brave new world.

Mars Underground, William K. Hartmann, 1997.


Was there life on Mars?  The colonists found nothing.  Then a scientist went missing.

Voyage, Stephen Baxter, 1997.


What if the Apollo space program had continued on to Mars?  An “alternate history” tale.

Moving Mars, Greg Bear, 1993.


Two centuries into the future, the dream of an independent Mars could mean revolution.

Man Plus and Mars Plus, Frederik Pohl, 1976 and 1994.


The first man on Mars was not really a man.

Selected Internet Sites

www.spacedaily.com

     www.universetoday.com

       www.marsnews.com
www.spaceref.com
www.space.com    
www.spaceflightnow.com
        www.nasawatch.com

Mars Society Home – www.marssociety.org 


Mars Academy – www.marsacademy.com/
Mars Society Youth Group – www.marsyouth.com
Mars Society Education Task Force – www.marsacademy.com/marssoc/
NASA Ames Education – education.arc.nasa.gov/
NASA Basics of Space Flight -- www.jpl.nasa.gov/basics/
NASA Center for Mars Exploration -- cmex.arc.nasa.gov/
NASA Central Operation of Resources for Educators -- core.nasa.gov/index.html
NASA Classroom of the Future – www.cotf.edu/
NASA Connect Instructional Programs -- quest.arc.nasa.gov/ltc/special/connect/
NASA Educational Products -- spacelink.nasa.gov/products/#EW
NASA Education Program -- education.nasa.gov/
NASA Just for Kids -- www.nasa.gov/forkids       and       NASA Kids -- kids.msfc.nasa.gov/
NASA Learning Center for Young Astronomers -- starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/
NASA Live from Earth & Mars – www-k12.atmos.washington.edu/k12/
NASA Live from Mars Teachers Guide -- quest.arc.nasa.gov/mars/teachers/tg/index.html
NASA Multimedia -- www.nasa.gov/multimedia/
NASA New Millennium Program Education -- nmp.jpl.nasa.gov/EDUCATION/education-index.html
NASA Solar System Simulator -- space.jpl.nasa.gov/
NASA Space Place Kids Activities -- spaceplace.jpl.nasa.gov/index.shtml
NASA Space Science Education & Outreach --  science.hq.nasa.gov/  (click through to education sites)

NASA Space Science Education Resource Directory -- teachspacescience.stsci.edu/
NASA Space Science Missions --  science.hq.nasa.gov/missions/phase.html 
NASA State Directory – aesp.nasa.okstate.edu/map.html
NASA Teacherlink – teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlnasa/index.html
NASA Teaching Astrobiology -- nai.arc.nasa.gov/teachers/
About Space – space.about.com/
AOL School -- www.school.aol.com/ (click through to selected topics)

Challenger Center Teacher & Community Resources -- www.challenger.org/
Challenger Learning Center of Rochester -- challenger.monroe.edu/
Discovery School and Store -- school.discovery.com/  and   shopping.discovery.com/
FASE Instructional Television -- www.fasenet.org/
Malin Space Systems (Mars picture gallery and more) – www.msss.com/
Mars in 3-D – rainbowsymphony.com/mars3d.html
Mars Landing exercise – www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/activities/mars/situation.html
Nine Planets tour -- seds.lpl.arizona.edu/nineplanets/nineplanets/nineplanets.html
Planetary Society Learning Center – www.planetary.org/learn/
Sally Ride Science Club -- www.sallyrideclub.com/
Scientific American Frontiers -- www.sciam.com/sciam_frontiers.cfm
Space Frontier Foundation – www.space-frontier.org/
Space Island Programs -- www.spaceislandgroup.com/programs-services.html
Space Science Institute -- http://www.spacescience.org/1.html
Sky Calls (successor to Thursday’s Classroom) -- skycalls.org/
Universe in the Classroom -- www.astrosociety.org/education/publications/tnl/tnl.html
Webquest - Internet learning – edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/webquest.html
Windows to the Universe -- www.windows.ucar.edu/
X-Prize Foundation Educational Initiative -- www.xprizefoundation.com/education/
2030 Homesteading Mars – students.itec.sfsu.edu/itec815_s99/mdeschamp/index.html
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