

October 16, 1998

The Rocky Mountain Mars Society

445 Union Blvd.

Suite 125

Lakewood, CO  80228

Phone: 303-980-0298

Fax: 303-980-0753

[image: image1.png]


Fax

To:
Mike Ciletti
From:
Brian Frankie

Fax:
303-220-7414
Pages:
3

Phone:
303-220-8126
Date:
10/16/98

Re:
Mars Society Introduction
CC:


 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Urgent
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( For Review
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Please Comment
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Please Reply
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Please Recycle
Mr. Ciletti:
I spoke to you an hour ago about a number of Mars Society members (Rocky Mountain Chapter) who would like to arrange a short meeting with Senator Allard when it is convenient.  The Mars Society is a non-profit organization that advocates the public and private exploration and, in particular, the human exploration of the planet Mars.

The Founding Convention of the Mars Society was held at the University of Colorado Boulder campus in August, 1998.  The Society currently boasts a worldwide membership of more than 900 scientists, educators, space professionals and advocates, and is rapidly expanding.  Members of the Society include many well-known personalities, including:

· Dr. Matt Golombek: Chief Project Scientist of the Mars Pathfinder mission

· Dr. Carol Stoker: Life Scientist at Ames Research Center and founder of the "Case for Mars" series of conferences

· Dr. Robert Zubrin: Developer of the Mars Direct mission architecture and author of The Case for Mars
· Dr. Chris McKay:  Scientist on the ALH84001 "Mars meteorite" team that found compelling evidence for past life on Mars

· Mr. Kim S. Robinson: Author of Red Mars
The Mars Society believes that travel implies a destination and that the most promising near term destination for space travel is Mars.  The reasons for this are powerful and include:

· Comparative planetology: Evidence suggests that Mars and the Earth were very similar during the early stages of the Solar system.  What caused the subsequent development to differ so radically?  What does this teach us about the Earth's environment and what implications does this have for the survival of our planet?

· The search for life:  Although Mars meteorite ALH84001 has offered powerful evidence for past life on Mars, the case will not be conclusively proven until humans travel to and explore Mars.   Furthermore, only exploration will confirm whether there is still life on Mars, and the extent and complexity of life that has existed.  Confirmation of life on Mars will be evidence that life is ubiquitous in the universe and be a profound philosophical revelation.

· The challenge of the frontier:  Civilizations, like people, thrive on challenge and decay without it.  Americans, better than most people, know the challenges that a frontier offers to a civilization.  The human exploration and, eventually, settlement of Mars offer an unparalleled challenge to America and the world.  The benefits of this challenge would be immense: new industries and technologies, educational inspiration to millions of children, new social and political structures, and many more.

· The planet:  Mars is unique among the extraterrestrial bodies in the Solar system in that it has all the materials necessary to build a complete human technological civilization.  Mars is a New World, filled with history waiting to be made by a new and youthful branch of human civilization that is waiting to be born.

Based on our belief that Mars is the next and best target for the United States space program, the Society advocates the following measures:

· Doubling the funding of the NASA robotic exploration effort, with a significant portion of the added funds coming to the JPL-led robotic program through NASA's Human Exploration and Development of Space (HEDS) organization. This is important to insure that robotic Mars probes carry appropriate instruments and payloads to provide critical data for future human exploration. Another major portion of the added funds should be used to establish a "Mars Discovery" program, in which mission concepts proposed by various investigators are openly competed on the basis of maximum science return for the dollar (in a manner similar to the existing NASA Discovery program, which is off-limits to Mars probes.) This is necessary to insure that the Mars program remains efficient and creative.

· A program funded at a level of about $130 million per year (less than 1% of NASA's current budget) within the NASA HEDS organization to develop the technologies necessary for human Mars exploration missions. This is necessary to do now to prepare the way for a breakout into space early in the next administration.

· Remove the "firewall" congressional language that prevents NASA Code M (Shuttle and Space Station) programs from spending their own existing funds to develop technologies needed for human exploration beyond low Earth orbit. These programs have very large budgets, and their managers in some instances are aware of the necessity of using some of their capital to prepare for the future. They should not be prevented from doing so.

· Expose as many people as possible to the idea that we can and should have our first human explorers on Mars before the next decade is out.  Americans want and deserve a space program that really pioneers new worlds.  The public and political establishment should be prepared for a decision to launch a humans-to-Mars program within the next decade.

These are the ideas and goals that we would like to discuss with Senator Allard.  We understand how busy his schedule is before the election, but would very much like to meet in Colorado (preferably Denver) soon after the election if at all possible.  We will accommodate ourselves to his schedule, meeting wherever and whenever is most convenient.  We would appreciate at least half an hour, but can be very brief, if required.  Although I cannot be sure how many members will show up until the details of the meeting are known, I would expect a minimum of ten people, and probably about twenty.

Please call me at 303-980-0298 at your convenience to arrange a meeting.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Brian Frankie

Scheduler, Rocky Mountain Mars Society
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